Comparative Tafsir Research Journal Biannual Journal

The Ethics of War in the Quran and the Life of the Prophet
(PBUH), a Comparative Study of Humanitarian Rules in
Modern Wars

Shahnaz Akbari
Level 4 Scholar in Comparative Exegesis, Rafiat al-Mustafa Specialized

Seminary, Tehran, Iran
Akbarishahnaz976@gmail.com

Abstract

The evolving nature of warfare and the increasing complexity of
the instruments of violence have highlighted the need to re-
examine and compare the ethical and legal systems governing
armed conflicts. Within the Islamic tradition—grounded in the
Quran and the Prophetic *Sirah*—a model of the "ethics of
war" has emerged, emphasizing a defensive, humane, and
restrictive nature. In contrast, International Humanitarian Law
(IHL), serving as the global framework for regulating conduct in
warfare, constitutes the legal basis for assessing the legitimacy
and limits of military operations. Despite the established history
of both systems, the question remains: to what extent do they
converge or diverge, and is it possible to find conceptual and
functional alignment between them? The significance of this
issue in contemporary conflicts—particularly the recent war
against Iran—has been underscored by numerous reports of
violations of international norms. This study aims to conduct a
comparative analysis of the ethics of war in Islam and modern
humanitarian rules, focusing on their commonalities,
differences, and the grounds for the legitimacy of war. The
research employs a descriptive-analytical method.

Keywords. War, ethics of war, international humanitarian law,
the Prophet’s conduct (Sirah), legitimacy of war.
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