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Abstract

This study conducts a comparative analysis of the views held by
two prominent contemporary exegetes—one Sunni and one
Shia, Sayyid Qutb and Allameh Mughniyeh—addressing the
central question: "How do differences in epistemological
foundations and interpretive approaches lead to divergent
readings of the verses concerning Jihad?" It further examines
their differing perspectives on the objectives of Sharia, the
relationship between religion and power, and the role of
historical context in interpreting Jihad verses, as well as the
impact of these differences on redefining the jurisprudence of
international relations and the legitimacy of war and peace.
Jihad constitutes a pillar of the Islamic intellectual framework
and serves as a mechanism for defending the faith, the Islamic
community, and divine values. Employing an interpretive
qualitative content analysis and examining relevant verses, this
study demonstrates that Sayyid Qutb—adopting a mission-
oriented and civilizational perspective—Views Jihad as a means
to liberate humanity from systems of domination and to realize a
monotheistic society. In contrast, Allameh Mughniyeh—
utilizing a rational approach grounded in the jurisprudence of
objectives (Maqgasid)—limits Jihad to defense against
aggression, the removal of obstacles to the call to Islam
(Dawah), and the repulsion of oppression. This epistemological
divergence influences the redefinition of the jurisprudence of
international relations and the concept of legitimate violence
within Islamic thought.

Keywords: Jihad, legitimate defense, Da'wah (call to Islam),
peace, jurisprudence of international relations.
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