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Abstract

This article examines the philosophy of Jihad in the Holy Quran
to address the fundamental question of whether Jihad is
inherently a defensive concept or a tool for spreading violence.
Through a descriptive-analytical approach and a semantic
analysis of the term "*Jihad*," it is demonstrated that the
concept encompasses a spectrum of actions in the Quran,
ranging from internal, ethical striving to military combat. The
findings indicate that military jihad is legitimate only when
confronting oppression and aggression. By examining the
"Ramadan War" (tensions involving Iran, the United States, and
the Zionist regime), this article analyzes the two narratives of
legitimate resistance and the justification of violence; it
concludes that the defense undertaken by the Islamic Republic
of Iran—characterized by adherence to ethical principles and
resistance against aggressors—can be regarded as an instance of
defensive jihad within the framework of Quranic criteria.
Keywords. Defensive jihad, Holy Quran, Ramadan War,
opposition to oppression, ethics of war, legitimate defense.
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