
 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

C
om

pa
ra

tiv
e 

T
af

si
r 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
Jo

ur
na

l B
ia

nn
ua

l J
ou

rn
al

 

۵ 

V
olum

e 3, Issue 1 (Special Issue), Fall &
 W

inter 2025
�2026 

Violation of the Principle of Distinction During the 
Ramadan War: A Focus on US and Israeli Military Strikes 

Against Energy Facilities�Perspectives from Islam and 
International Law 

 
Valiollah Nasiri 
PhD student in International Law, Islamic Azad University, Maragheh 
Branch, Maragheh, Iran 
.valinasiri58@yahoo.com 
 Saleh Rezaei Pishrobat (Corresponding Author) 
Saleh Rezaei Pish-Robat, Associate Professor, Nuclear Science and 
Technology Research Institute, Tehran, Iran 
 srezaei@aeoi.org.ir 
 Hojjat Salimi Turkmani 
Associate Professor, Department of Law, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani 
University, Tabriz, Iran. 
 salimi@azaruniv.ac.ir

  
Abstract 
During the 12‑Day War and the Ramadan War, the Zionist 
regime and the United States violated the principle of distinction 
by attacking civilian targets, including energy facilities. 
Employing a descriptive‑analytical method and documentary 
research, this study examines the status of the principle of 
distinction and analyses the effects and consequences of its 
violation under both international law and Islamic law. The 
central research question is: what is the status of the principle of 
distinction in international law and Islamic law, and what are the 
consequences of violating it? Research findings indicate that in 
both international law and Islamic law, no principle or rule 
surpasses the principle of distinction in terms of importance and 
binding force. This principle is clear, fundamental, non‑
derogable and peremptory; it mandates that parties to a conflict 
direct their military operations exclusively against military 
objectives. Consequently, targeting non‑military objectives�
such as energy facilities�constitutes a flagrant violation of the 
�principle of distinction� and a clear instance of �war crimes� 
under Article 8 of the Rome Statute, thereby rendering the 
perpetrators, those who ordered the attacks, and those who 
carried them out criminally liable under international law. 
Keywords: Ramadan War, principle of distinction, non‑military 
objectives, energy facilities, civilian objects. 
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