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Abstract

During the 12-Day War and the Ramadan War, the Zionist
regime and the United States violated the principle of distinction
by attacking civilian targets, including energy facilities.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method and documentary
research, this study examines the status of the principle of
distinction and analyses the effects and consequences of its
violation under both international law and Islamic law. The
central research question is: what is the status of the principle of
distinction in international law and Islamic law, and what are the
consequences of violating it? Research findings indicate that in
both international law and Islamic law, no principle or rule
surpasses the principle of distinction in terms of importance and
binding force. This principle is clear, fundamental, non-
derogable and peremptory; it mandates that parties to a conflict
direct their military operations exclusively against military
objectives. Consequently, targeting non-military objectives—
such as energy facilities—constitutes a flagrant violation of the
“principle of distinction” and a clear instance of “war crimes”
under Article 8 of the Rome Statute, thereby rendering the
perpetrators, those who ordered the attacks, and those who
carried them out criminally liable under international law.
Keywords: Ramadan War, principle of distinction, non-military
objectives, energy facilities, civilian objects.
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